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UKITSD  STATES  DSPARTMIAIT  OP  AGRICULTURE 
^©athor  Buroau - Lureaa  tf  Asrioul taral  Econonios 


RE] 


'ORT  OF  WEATKEP.  AND  CP.OP  GONDITIOMS  IN'  MONT/iNA 

For  the  Week  Tuesday,  June  23,  1936. 


issued  /ointiy  by  iho  Division  of  Crop  and  Livsst^cL  Dsiunatos  ana  ifw  Ueaihor  lsupccji. 
Offices:  Fourth  ficcr,  Fedot  a!  Q  fries  Duiiding,  Hohna,  laoniano. 


Crops  and  ranges  in  the  western  part  of  the  State  were  reported  making  satis- 

FACTORV  ADVANCEMENT  DU  E  TO  FAVORABLE  SOIL  MOISTURE  CONDITIONS  RESULTING  FROM  EARLY 

June  rains  and  to  the  helpful  showers  and  cooler  weather  of  the  past  week.  In  the 
eastern  PART;.  -:0WEVER,  the  CO..DITION  OF  CRi'PS  AND  RANGES  GRE'.V  'WORSE  BECAUSE  OF  HIGH 
WINDS,  ABOVE  NORMAL  SUNSHINE,  U  N  3L  A  S  i 'N  A  B  L  Y  HIGH  TEMPERATURES,  AND  THE  CONTINUED  LACK 

OF  RAIN.  Temperatures  or-  ICO  degrees,  or  higher,  prevailed  over  the  eastern  part 
ON  THE  23rd.  Drouth  conditions  intensified  and  spread  moi^e  northward  than  westward, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  'WEEK  P  R  EV  A  I L  ED  THROUGHOUT  EASTERN  MONTANA  AS  FAR  'WEST  AS  HILL, 
Chouteau,  and  Fergus  Counties  in  the  north,  and  Musselshell,  \'ellowstone  ,  and  Big 
Horn  Counties  in  the  south.  Drouth  dai>/!Age  also  occurred  in  localized  areas  in  some 
OF  the  more  western  but  adjoining  counties.  Crop  damage  reached  serious  proportions 
IN  THE  northeast  FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME  THIS  SEASON.  IN  THE  SOUTHEAST,  DRYLAND  CROPS 
WERE  REPORTED  BEYOND  SAVING. 

Rain  is  needed  generally  for  non-i  rrh  gated  crops,  ranges,  and  pastures. 

Water  is  needed  fcr  livestock.  Irrigated  crops  and  pastures  are  in  good  condition, 

BUT  LATER  WATER  RIGHTS  ARE  BEING  SHUT  OFF  IN  SOME  DISTRICTS  AS  STREAMS  AND  RIVERS 
FALL.  If  RAIN  IS  RECEIVED  V.' |  TH  I  N  THE  NEXT  FEW  DAYS  IN  THE  NORTHEAST,  IT  WILL  AT 
LEAST  TEMPORARILY  SAVE  MUCH  OF  THE  GK'AIN  CROP,  AS  WELL  AS  FURNISH  WATER  FOR  LIVE¬ 
STOCK,  WHICH  MAY  HAVE  TO  BE  MOVED  BECAUSE  OF  A  SHORTAGE  OF  WATER  EVEN  THOUGH  SUFFIC¬ 
IENT  FEED  IS  STILL  AVAILABLE,  IN  THE  SOUTHEAST,  LIVESTOCK  FACE  A  CRITICAL  SHORTAGE 
OF  BOTH  FEED  AND  WATER.  SOME  MOVEMENT  AND  MARKETING  HAS  ALREADY  STARTED  IN  THAT 
SECTION,  BUT  ITWJLL  BE  ON  A  MUCH  LARGER  AND  MORE  GENERAL  SCALE  SOON  IF  RAINS  FnIL 
TO  COME,  AND  CONTINUE.  LIVESTOCK  AND  RANGES  IN  THE  WEST  ARE  GENERALLY  IN  GOOD  CONDI 
T1  ON. 


Haying  and  other  seasonal  farm  work  advanced  satisfactorily.  Much  of  the 
FIRST  alfalfa  CROP  HAS  BEEN  STACKED,  AND  GENERALLY  IN  EXCELLENT  CONDITION.  The  HAY 
CROP  IS  SHORT  OVER  MOST  OF  THE  STATE,  BECAUSE  OF  DROUTH,  GRASSHOPPER  DAMAGE,  AND 
the  WINTER  KILLING  OF  MUCH  ALFALFA  AND  SWEET  CLOVER,  A  SERIjUS  SHORTAGE  OF  WINTER 
FEED  IS  qUITE  PROBABLE  FOR  EASTERN  AND  MUCH  OF  CENTRAL  MONTANA.  THERE  IS  STILL  TIME, 
HOWEVER,  TO  GET  A  GOOD  START  FOR  FALL  GRASS  AND  A  FAIR  WINTER  RANGE  IF  RAINS  FELL 
IMMEDIATELY  AND  CONTINUED  AT  INTEf'-VALS.  SHEARING  HAS  BEEN  GENERAL,  AND  MAKING  RAPID 
PROGRESS  WITH  CONTINUED  GOOD  WEATHER. 

Spring  grains  are  doing  fine  in  the  A'est.  Spring  vvheat,  oats,  and  barley  are 

SHOOTING  PREPARATO  RY  TO  HEADING  IN  SOME  AREAS.  THE  CROP  IS  POOR  AND  DETER  I  OR  AT  1 N  G 

IN  THE  East  and  much  beginning  to  head  sh '..'RT  exc  ept  w  hc  re  irrigated.  Some  winter 
WHEAT  improved  IN  THE  WEST,  BUT  STANDS  ARE  THIN,  AND  SOME  FIELDS  HEADING  UNEVENLY. 
FjOT-ROT  is  CAUSING  LOSS  IN  CASCADE  COUNTY.  Rye,  WHERE  NOT  BURNED  JUT,  HAS  BEEN  CUT 
FOR  HAY  IN  THE  SOUTHEAST,  BUT  HAS  BEEN  REPORTED  FAIR  TO  GOOD  ELSEWHERE.  MUCH  GRAIN 
will  be  too  SHORT  TO  EVEN  CUT  FOR  HAY  IN  THE  NORTHEAST  IF  DROUTH  CONDITIONS  CONTINUE. 

Some  has  already  been  used  as  pasture.  Peas  are  excellent  in  the  Gallatin  Valley. 

Corn  has  not  been  doing  well,  and  has  wilted  because  of  heat  and  a  serious  lack  of 
subsoil  moisture.  Beets  are  good,  although  some  abandonment  has  occurred  in  parts  of 
Blaine,  Big  Horn,  and  Richland  Counties  because  of  poor  stands,  and  damage  from 
GRASSHOPPERS  AND  BLISTER  BEETLES.  POTATOES  ARE  GOOD  WHERE  IRRIGATED. 

Insect  damage  increased.  Some  districts,  especially  those  Iicrigated,  employed 
poisoning  effectively;  others  D  I  sc  cut  iNUED  PO  ISON  I  N  G,  REGA  RD  I  NG  THE  APPARENT  UNSATIS¬ 
FACTORY  condition,  of  crops  in  general  as  not  warranting  THE  EXPENSE  AND  LABOR.  Mo  ST 
SERIOUS  damage  CONTINUED  TO  CE  CONFINED  TO  THE  SOUTHEAST.  1n  ADDITION  TO  GRASSHOPPERS 
AND  CRICKETS,  BLISTER  DEETLES  AMD  WE-.-WORMS  HAVE  RECENTLY  BECOME  HIGHLY  DESTRUCTIVE, 
DUT  PRINCIPALLY  TO  DEET  FIELDS  AND  GARDENS. 


Weekly  Temperature  and  Precipitation  Data. 


StAT  1  ON  ; 

Tempe  rat  ure 

To  TA  L 

PREC  I  P  1  TAT  1  0  N 

Percent  of  Possible 
Sunshine. 

High  est 

Lowest 

This  week .  S i n  ce  A  pr . 1 . 

Billings  ...... 

53 

0 

3.56 

* 

Bozeman  . 

-  9i 

41 

0.03 

4.26 

* 

Cut  Bank  . 

42 

0 

3.45 

* 

Glasgow  . 

46 

0.02 

3.31 

* 

Gleno  I  VE  . 

.  102 

51 

0.20 

2.40 

* 

Gr  eat  Falls  . . . 

-  101 

41 

0.41 

3.88 

Havre  . . 

46 

0.52 

2.10 

86 

HELENA  . 

45 

0.03 

4.30 

87 

Kali  spell  . 

-  92 

38 

0.60 

3.26 

78 

Lew  1  stow N  . 

36 

0.25 

4.88 

* 

M 1 L ES  City  . . . . 

.  100 

52 

T 

1  .40 

92 

Ml  SSOULA  . 

_  98 

42 

0.29 

4.08 

74 

W.  E.  Maughan,  Weather  Bureau. 

Jay  G.  Diamond,  Division,  of  Crop  and  Livestock 

Est  imates  . 


Ser I es ,  1936  -  No,  12. 

Helena,  Montana, 

June  24,  1936. 


The  followiing  County  Summaries  of  Crop  Conditions  for  Week  Ending  June  20,  1936, 

ARE  furnished  THROUGH  THE  C  OURTESY  OF  DIRECTOR  J.  C.  TaYLOR,  MO-NTANA  STATE 
Extens I  ON  Serv I  CE ; 

BEAVERHEAD:  Very  little  moisture  the  past  week  except  for  a  few  local  showers  in 

THE  WESTERN  PART  OF  THE  COUNTY.  RaNGE  AND  CROPS  IN  GOOD  SHAPE;  GOOD 
SUPPLY  OF  irrigation-  WATER.  SHEARING  UNDER  WAY  AND  SOiM  E  WOOL  IS  3EING  SHIPPED. 

Poison  control  methods  used  in  areas  inp'ested  with  grasshoppers,  and  no  loss  of 
CROPS  to  date.  Crickets  and  hoppers  reported  on  so,.,e  range  areas. 

BIG  HORN:  Continued  cry  and  hot  weather  prevailed  in  Big  Horn  County  during  the 
week.  Crops  on  non- i  rr  igated  land  very  light.  Irrigated  valley  crops 
improving,  out  still  threatened  dy  grasshoppers  and  Mormon  crickets.  First  crop 

ALFALFA  DEING  CUT  AND  IS  DELOW  NORMAL  YIELD.  BeeTS  MAKING  PROGRESS  AFTER  A  SLOW 

start.  Large  areas  of  deets  abandoned  due  to  the  grasshopper  and  cricket  damage. 
Poisoning  of  grasshoppers  is  general  in  the  county.  Range  in  parts  of  the  county 

COMPLETELY  GONE,  AND  SOME  CATTLE  BEING  SHIPPED. 

BLAINE:  Light  showers  fell  in  practically  all  parts  of  the  county  during  the  week. 

The  northeastern  and  the  east-central  part  received  a  fair  amount  of  moisturi. 

DURING  THE  EARLY  PART  OF  THE  WEEK.  CROPS  IN  FAIR  CONDITION  IN  THE  BiG  FlaT  AREA. 

All  OTHER  DRY  LAND  CROPS  ARE  VERY  POOR.  CROPS  IN  THE  MiLK  RiveR  VaLLEY  HAVE  IMPROVED 
A  great  deal  over  last  week.  Beets  are  making  rapid  grovth,  although  there  will  se 
ABOUT  500  ACRES  ABANDONMENT,  DUE  TO  WEB-WORM.S,  BLISTER  BEETLES  AND  POOR  STANDS.  CROP 
CONDITIONS  IN  THE  EXTREME  SOUTHWESTERN  CORNER  OF  THE  COUNTY  ARE  EXTREMELY  POOR. 

Range  conditions  have  imiproved  somewhat  over  last  week.  Stock  water  in  many  areas 
is  rapidly  being  DEPLETED,  AND  SHIPMENT  OF  STOCK  IN  THE  NEAR  FUTURE  WILL  DE  NECESSARY 
UNLESS  CONDITIONS  IMPROVE.  GRASSHOPPER'S  CONTINUING  TO  DO  DAMAGE  BOTH  TQ  RANGES  AND 
CROPS  IN  THE  south-central  PART  OF  THE  COUNTY. 

CARBON:  Some  crops  of  wheat  well  headed  out  in  the  western  poiotion  of  the  county  in 

PLACES  NOT  CADLY  INFESTEu  WITH  HOPPERS.  MOST  OF  THE  DRY  LAND  CROP  HAS  BEEN 
TURNED  UNDER  IN  OTHER  PORTIONS.  HAY  I  NG  IS  IN  PROGRESS  SINCE  IT  WAS  NECESSARY  TO 
MAKE  FIRST  CUTTING  IN  ORDER  TO  SAVE  THECRoP  FROM  HOPPER  DAMAGE.  MORMON  CR'ICKETS  ARE 
DOING  CONSIDERABLE  DAMAGE  IN  DOTH  THE  S  I  L  ES  I  A  AMO  BRIDGER  AREAS.  GRASSHOPPER  POISON 
WORK  CONTINUES,  AND  MANY  HOPPER  CATCHERS  HAVE  BEEN  MADE  TO  ASSIST  IN  THIS  CONTROL 
WORK. 

CASCADE:  Frequent  showers  and  cool  weather  have  materially  improved  the  condition 
of  the  spring  wheat  crop  during  the  week.  Prospects  for  winter  wheat  are 
VERY  poor.  The  small  percentage  of  winter  wheat  which  has  survived  is  now  showing 
damage  from  foot-rot,  and  it  is  expected  that  yields  of  this  crop  will  DE  VERY  poor. 
With  continued  favorable  weather  and  added  precipitation  a  fair  crop  of  spring  ww.eat 
is  in  prospect.  Insect  con.trol  campaigns  have  been  effective  in  checking  damage 
FROM  grasshoppers  AND  C  R  li  C  KETS  .  SOME  FIELDS  WHICH  HAVE  BEEN  DESTROYED  BY  PALE  WEST¬ 
ERN  CUT  WORMS  are  GEING  RESEEDED  TO  MUSTARD,  WHILE  OTHERS  WILL  BE  SUMMER  FALLOWED. 

Recent  rains  have  improved  range  conditions,  and  for  the  tiime  being  there  is  suffic¬ 
ient  FEED  FOR  A  SHORT  PERIOD. 

CHOUTEAU;  Scattered  showers  varying  from  one-fourth  to  one-half  inch  were  quite 

GENERAL  OVER  THE  COUNTY.  ThiS  MOISTURE  HAS  TEMPORARILY  RELIEVED  THE 
SERIOUS  DROUTH  SITUATION,  BUT  DUE  TO  LACK  OF  SUBSOIL  MOISTURE,  CROP  PROSPECTS  ARE 
POOR,  Top-soil  moisture  is  spotted,  varying  from  6  inches  in  depth  in  the  spring 
CROPS  AND  STUCDLE  TO  ONE  AND  ONE-HALF  TO  THREE  FEET  IN  1935  SUMMER  FALLOW.  50^  OF 
THE  WINTER  WHEAT  SEEDED  LAST  FALL  HAS  BEEN  PLOWED  UP  THIS  SPRUNG  DUE  TO  WINTER  KILL 
AND  LACK  OF  t\^OISTUR^,  The  CR  PS  IN  THE  WINTER  WHEAT  AREAS  ARE  PROOSDLY  NOT  MORE 
THAN  FROM  l5'/o  TO  25'/o  OF  NORMAL.  SPRING  WHEAT  IS  NOT  YET  INJURED,  BUT  M  I  STU  RE  WIILL 
BE  NEEDED  TO  MATURE  THE  GROWING  CROPS.  THE  RANGE  SITUATION  IS  VERY  SERIOUS  AND  THE 
PROSPECTS  FOR  FALL  AND  WINTER  FEEDS  IS  RATHER  GLOOMY.  MANY  LIVESTOCK  MEN  ARE  PLAN¬ 
NING  t)N  early  shipment  of  LIVESTOCK.  G  R  A  S  S  HO  P  r^E  RS  ARE  APPEARING  IN  LARGER  NUMBERS 
THAN  ANTICIPATED  TH ROUG HO UT  THE  COUNTY;  HOWEVER,  THUS  FAR  DAMAGE  HAS  DEEN  LIGHT. 

Mormon  cricket  outdreaks  reached  from  Waltham  to  Geraldine.  Farmers  very  active  in 

CONTROL  CAMPAIGN,  Vk' .  P .  A .  PROJECT  NOW  BEING  ORGANIZED  FOR  CRICKET  CONTROL. 

CUSTER  &  POWDER  RIVER;  No  rain  received.  Still  dry,  but  temperatures  down  slightly. 

Nearly  all  dry  land  crops  are  gone.  Very  few  fields  headed. 
fEW  fields  of  rye  that  did  Nt.’T  BURN  ARE  BEING  CUT  FOR  HAY.  ONLY  IRRIGATED  ALFALFA 
WILL  make  a  crop.  BeETS  continue  TO  GROW  WELL,  BUT  ARE  INFESTED  V/  |  TH  GRASSHOPPERS 
AND  BEETLES.  CaTTLE  AND  SHEEP  LOOK  GOOD,  BUT  WATER  IS  RUNNING  LOW  AND  NG  GRASS  LEFT 
EXCEPT  IN  SCATTERED  SPOTS,  EaRLY  GRASS  BURNED  TO  THE  GROUND  AND  LATER  VARIETIES 
NEVER  STARTED.  SOME  STOCK  HAS  BEEN  SHIPPED  OUT. 

DANIELS:  Serious  drouth  threatening.  No  precipitation  except  shower  in  Silver  Star 

COMMUNITY.  CR'P  CONDITIONS  UNFAVORABLE.  Ra  I N  NEEDED  WITHIN  WEEK  TO  MAKE 
CROP  IN  ALL  OF  WESTERN  AND  NORTHERN  PART  OF  COUNTY.  SOUTHERN  PART  CAN  STAND  A  FEW 
DAYS  LONGER.  GRASSHOPPER  INFESTATION  REPORTED  ON  FEW  INDIVIDUAL  FARMS,  BUT  NOT 

generally  serious.  Worm  damage  in  some  fields.  Livestock  in  fair  condition  although 

A  COWITINUED  DROUTH  WILL  CAUSE  A  FEEi  S^HOkTAGE,  ■ N 

DAWSON:  High  temperatures  during  the  forepast  and  soi.iEWhat  cooler  with  scattered 

SHOWERS  IN  LATTER  PART  OF  THE  WEEK.  CROP  OUTLOOK  GENERALLY  IS  UNFAVORABLE, 

There  is  still  a  possibility  of  making  feed  in  most  areas  if  moisture  were  receiived 
SOON.  Grasshoppers  increasing  in  numbers,  and  quite  a  number  of  reports  of  blister 

BEETLE  DAMAGE  TO  GARDENS. 

FALLON  &  CARTER:  A  few  scattered  light  showers  during  the  past  week.  Extreme  heat^ 

AND  HIGH  WINDS  HAVE  FURTHER  DAMAGED  CROPS  AND  RANGE.  AT  LEAST  75'ji 
OF  ALL  CROPS  ABANDONED  NOW  DUE  TO  DROUTH.  LIVESTOCK  CONTINUES  IN  GOOD  SHAPE  ALTHOUGH 
THE  END  OF  FEED  IS  IN  SIGHT  IN  LARGE  AREAS  OF  GOTH  COiUNTIES.  SOME  STOCKMEN  PREPARING 
TO  SHIP  dry  COWS  AND  STEERS,  SHEEPMEN  SEEKING  PLACES  IN  WYOMING  AND  SOUTH  DAKOTA 
TO  PUT  UP  SOME  HAY  AND  WINTER  SHEEP.  MANY  CaRTER  COUNTY  STOCKMEN  PREPARING  TO  MOVE 
THEIR  STOCK  FROM  SUMMER  RANGE  TO  THEIR  CREEK  BOTTOM  WINTER  PASTURES,  AND  ALL  ARE  OF 
the  OPINION  that  it  WtLL  BE  NECESSAtRY  TO  DISPOSE  OF  MUCH  OF  THEIR  STOCK  BEFORE  FALL. 

Grasshoppers  infestati  n  heavy  throughout  both  counties.  Impossible  to  poison  to  a  n'- 

GREAT  EXTENT  DUE  TO  THE  TREMENDOUS  AMOUNT  OF  RANGE  LAND  SERIOUSLY  INFESTED. 

FERGUS:  Crop  conditions  fair.  Winter  wheat  heading  very  short  due  to  the  hot  dry 

WEATHER  OF  MAY  AND  JUNE.  Vl/EEDS  PREVALENT  IN  BOTH  WINTER  AND  SPRING  WHEAT. 

In  the  north-central  area  a  heavy  abandonment  of  winter  WHEAT  HAS  RESULTED  IN  A  LARG! 
increase  of  spr  ing  wh  eat  acreage.  Spring  wh  E^^  is  reported  to  be  in  fair  conoitigiki. 
Crops  in  the  eastern  part  of  county  are  in  poor  condition.  Range  land  is  drying  and 
grasshoppers  are  everywhere.  Poison  program  in  progress,  but  most  crops  in  infested 

(  Conti  NU  ED  on  Page  2  . ) 
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FERGUS  -(Cont'd,):  areas  are  beyond  revival.  An  impending  shortage  of  stock  feed 

MAY  FORCE  SHIPMENTS  SOON.  ALL  HAY  CROPS  AND  PARTICULARLY  ALFALFA 
are  SHORT  DUE  IN  LARGE  PART  TO  WINTER  KILLING  OF  STANDS  OF  THE  LATTER.  S  H  EE  P  ARE 
GENERALLY  IN  BETTER  CONDITION  THAN  CATTLE. 

FU\THEAD:  Cool  weather  following  rain;  approximately  .61  of  an  inch  for  the  week, 
WHICH  COMPARES  VnTH  THE  NORMAL  OF  1,15  INCHES.  IDEAL  FOR  GRAIN  CROPS, 

BUT  HAS  RETARDED  HAYING  OPERATIOiNS.  REPORTS  INDICATE  ALFALFA  CROP  WILL  NOT  YIELD 
UP  TO  average.  Pasture  and  grain  cojjDiTioNs  very  good.  Livestock  doing  well. 

GALLATIN;  Intermittent  shovi/ers  of  no  benefit  to  soil  moisture  conditions.  Some  dry- 
ING  WINDS.  Haying  under  way  in  nearly  all  sections.  Winter  wheat  un¬ 
evenly  HEADED  OUT.  PEAS  GENERALLY  IN  BLOOM,  WITH  PROSPECTS  OF  AN  EXCELLENT  CROP 
BECAUSE  OF  UNIFORM  STANDS.  SPRING  GRAINS  GIVE  PROMISE  OF  EXCELLENT  YIELDS  IN  IRRIGA¬ 
TED  SECTIONS.  North  part  of  county  showing  effects  of  lack  of  moisture.  Flood  water 

STAGE  PASSED  AND  LATER  RIGHT  DITCHES  BEING  SHUT  DOWN.  INCREASED  ACTIVITY  IN  GRASS¬ 
HOPPER  POISONING.  Inquiries  being  received  from  outside  stockmen  for  available 
pastu  re. 

GLACIER;  Scattered  showers  first  of  week.  Temperatures  generally  below  normal. 

Crops  in  good  condition.  Low  temperatures  and  showers  thus  far  making  up 

FOR  LACK  OF  MOISTURE  IN  SUB-SOIL  BEGINNING  OF  SEASON.  Ra  N  GE  IN  GOOD  CONDITION. 

Grasshoppers  reported  in  a  few  localities  but  no  serious  outbreaks.  Livestock  in 

GOOD  SEASONAL  CONDITION, 

GOLDEN  VALLEY  &  MUSSELSHELL;  Local  showers  only,  and  not  enough  moisture  to  relieve 

THE  CROP  SITUATION..  HOPPERS  WORSE  EVERY  DAY.  WlTH 
THE  EXCEPTION  OF  PORTIONS  OF  THE  HAY  BaSIN  AND  B|G  COULEE  AREAS,  AND  SMALL  AMOUNTS 
OF  ALFALFA  ALONG  THE  RIVER,  THERE  MAY  BE  NO  HARVEST  WHATEVER.  LIVESTOCK  SITUAT|.:N 
CRITICAL  IN  MOST  AREAS,  WITH  SHORTAGE  OF  WATER  AND  FEED.  SOME  CATTLE  ARE  BEING 
SHIPPED  OUT  OF  THE  COUNTI  ES  . 

HILL;  .58  inch  precipitation  during  the  past  week,  giving  a  total  of  1.53  inches 

PRECIPITATION  FOR  THE  MONTH  OF  JUNE.  WeATHER  CONDITIONS  DURING  PAST  WEEK 
HAVE  been  ideal  FOR  Ci^OP  GROWTH  AS  IT  WAS  SOMEWHAT  COOLER.  HIGH  WIND  THURSDAY 
FOLLOWING  THE  WEDNESDAY  NIGHT  RAIN  SAPPED  CONSIDERABLE  OF  THE  MOISTURE  THAT  FELL 
DURIiNG  THE  WEEK.  CROP  CONDITIONS  ARE  FAIR  IN  THE  WESTERN  'I'W  0-T  H I  RDS  OF  THE  COUNTY. 

Eastern  one-third  not  in  as  favorable  a  situation.  Grasshoppers  showing  up  in  consid¬ 
erable  NUMBERS  in  RESTRICTED  AREAS,  PR.  IMARILY  IN  THE  RA  .GE  SECTIONS  OF  THE  M.^UNTA  IN¬ 
CUS  AREA  IN  THE  SOUTHEASTERN  PART  OF  THE  COUNTY.  WeEDS  HAVE  TAKEN  A  LARGE  PORTION 
OF  THE  early  SOWN  CRC/PS.  RftNGE  GRASS  CONDITIONS  ARE  EXTREMELY  POOR,  WITH  A  GREAT 
POSSIBIILITY  OF  A  SHORTAGE  OF  WINTER  FEED. 

JUDITH  BASIN;  Weather  has  been  unsettled  the  past  week  with  local  showers  occurring 
IN  SOME  parts  of  THE  COUNTY  AT  LEAST  ALMOST  EVERY  DAY.  THEF^E  HAS 
BEEN  CONSIDERABLE  W  ||  N  D  WHICH  Dr\  1  ES  OUT  THE  SOIL  ALMOST  AS  FAST  AS  THE  SHCW^ERS  COME. 

Growing  conditions  poor.  Winter  wheat  is  weedy,  what  is  left  of  it.  Some  acreage 

PLOWED  UNDER  OR  RESEEDED  EARLIER.  SPRING  WHEAT  IS  THE  BEST  CROP  IN  THE  COUNTY  AT 
THE  PRESENT  TIME,  HAY  CROPS  WILL  BE  VERY  SHOtT.  GRASSHOPPERS  ARE  DOING  DAMAGE  IN 
THE  Arrow  Creek  territory.  Grasshoppers  are  genef^-ally  all  over  the  county,  most 
OF  them  small  yet,  but  are  very  numerous.  Cricket  damage  is  reported  in  several 
PLACES.  A  W.P.A.  cricket  CONTROL  PROJECT  IS  STARTING  ON  JUNE  20.  MOISTURE  IS  SHORT 
IN  MOST  AREAS  IN  THE  COUNTY,  CAUSING  THE  RANGE  TO  TURN  BROWN,  THE  WINTER  FEED  SUPPLY 
WILL  be  VERY  LOW. 

LAKE;  Light  sHovyERs  fell  over  the  valley  this  week.  Haying  delayed  account  of  the 
weather.  Practically  all  of  the  first  cr.op  is  cut  and  in  the  stack.  Live¬ 
stock  IN  GOOD  CONDITION.  INSECTS  UNDER  CON.TROL, 

LEvVlS  &;  CLARK  &  BROAD  7ATER;  OR  jp  conditiqs  generally  good;  irrigated  areas  burn¬ 
ing  WHERE  Water  not  applied.  Some  dryland  of^rators 

REPORTING  NEED  OF  MOISTURE.  LIVESTOCK  IN  GOOD  CONDITION,  FOR  THIS  SEASON  OF  TH  E  YEAR, 

MISSOULA;  Rain  and  cool,  cloudy  weather  first  of  week.  Bright  but  cool  last  of 

WEEK.  Good  growing  conditions.  Good  stands  of  alfalfa  repof^ted.  A  num¬ 
ber  OF  farmers  have  already  started  cutting. 

PARK;  ,22  inch  rainfall  during  the  past  week.  Some  localities  up  in  the  Yellowstone 

CONTINUE  DRY  AND  RANGE  GRASSES  AND  FARM  CROPS  ARE  BURNING.  ThE  REMAINDER  OF 
THE  COUNTY  IS  IN  GOOD  CONDITION  AS  FAR  AS  Mi-ISTURE  IS  CONCERNED.  GRASSHOPPERS  AND 

Mormon  crickets  doing  damage.  Cr-  p  conditions  at  present  are  slightly  above  normal 
FOR  SPRING  wheat  AND  FIRST  CROP  OF  HAY, 

PHILLIPS;  Scattered  light  showers  this  week  and  cool,  but  moisture  entirely  insuffic- 
^  I  ENT.  Winds  dissipate  moisture  rapidly.  At  present,  prospects  are  for 

30/0  CROP.  Only  well  PF^'EPARED  SUMMERFALLOW  now  HAS  A  CHANCE,  The  country  south  OF 
THE  Milk  River  suffering  most  from  drouth,  although  drouth  extends  to  Canadian  border 
Irrigated  sectijns  of  crop,  conditi  )ns  about  60^o  of  normal.  Most  serious  infestation 
OF  grasshoppers  in  south  twj-thirds  of  county  with  balance  spotted.  Milk  River  valle 
FROM  Malta  east  most  heavily  infested.  As  range  dries  up,  hoppers  move  into  alfalfa 
and  other  crop  land.  Hoppers  thickest  on  stubbled-in  land.  Little  apparent  damage 
TO  sugar  beets.  Crop  land  not  as  heavily  infested  as  1934,  but  worse  than  last  year. 
RaHge  worse  than  either  year.  Bulk  of  farmei^s  unable  to  purchase  poison.  Without 

RAINS  CONSIDERABLE  LIVESTOCK  MAY  HAVE  TO  BE  MOVED  OUT  OF  SOUTHERN  PHILLIPS  COUNTY. 

Extreme  n  ;rth  country  will  have  feed  to  carry  through  although  water  will  be  a  proble 

PONDERA;  Cool  and  cloudy  during  the  past  ten  bays,  with  heavy  local  showers  \  c  ov  er  i  ng 
rather  wide  areas  in  the  county.  There  is  every  reasonable  expectatiom  of 

olELJsLi,^  SPJTE  OF  THE  FACT  THAT  SUB-SOI 

g-u  EJR^YT  H  I  N  G 
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PRAIRIE;  Crops  appear  to  be  almost  gone  due  to  lack  of  precipitation  and  hot  drying 

-  winds.  Grain  stands  have  thinned  and  are  heading  out  about  six  inches  high 

AND  turning  white.  GRASSHOPPERS,  BLISTER  BEETLES  AND  INSECT  PESTS  ARE  VERY  NUMEROUS. 

Some  bottom  land  seed  alfalfa  is  beung  cut  for  hay  to  save  it  from  the  grasshoppers. 
Livestock  is  holding  its  own.  Water  holes  and  springs  drying  up  and  making  the  s  itua- 

T  ION  MORE  ACUTE,  GRASS  IS  BURNED  DRY  AND  BRITTLE,  STOCK  ARE  BEING  TURNED  INTO  GRAIN 
F 1  ELDS . 

RICHLAND;  Very  slight  amount  of  moisture  occurred  in  some  parts  of  the  county  during 

-  THE  week,  BUT  NOT  OF  SUFFICIENT  IMPORTANCE  TO  HELP  CROPS  TO  ANY  DEGREE. 

In  GENERAL,  CROP  PROSPECTS  ARE  VERY  DISCOURAGING,  WITH  SMALL  GRAINS  STARTING  TO  HEAD 
OUT,  FOUR  OR  SUX  INCHES  ABOVE  THE  GROUND.  GRASSHOPPERS,  WEB-WORMS,  AND  BLISTER 
BEETLES  ARE  APPEARING  IN  LARGE  NUMBERS  OVER  THE  COUNTY  IN  GENERAL,  WITH  MOST  OF  THE 
DAMAGE  BEING  DONE  AT  THE  PRESENT  TIME  IN  THE  IRRIGATED  VALLEY.  GROWERS  ARE  DISTRIB¬ 
UTING  BOTH  GRASSHOPPER  POISON  AND  POISON  FOR  THE  CONTROL  OF  THESE  BLISTER  BEETLES. 

In  THE  Savage  district,  it  is  reported  that  several  acres  of  sugar  beets  have  been 

COMPLETELY  DESTROYED  BY  BLISTER  BEETLES.  ThE  IRRIGATED  DISTRICTS  ARE  IWC  R  E  SOOTTED 
THAN  THEY  HAVE  BEEN  DURING  THE  PAST  SEVERAL  YEARS,  WITH  VERY  FEW  OF  THE  GROWERS  G  ET- 
GING  REALLY  GOOD  STANDS  OF  BEETS  OR  OTHER  GRAIN  CTO  PS  DUE  TO  THE  FACT  THAT  WATER 
WAS  SHORT  AND  GROWERS  WERE  UNABLE  TO  GET  ALL  THE  IRRIGATION  WATER  NECESSARY. 

ROOSEVELT;  Sev^eral  local  showers  in  past  week,  but  area  relieved  is  small.  About 

50^  OF  CROP  IS  now  too  BADLY  DAMAGED  TO  BE  HELPED  BY  RA  IN.  MANY  FARMERS 
PLOWING  OR  DUCKFOTTING  SPRING  SEEDED  CROPS  AND  THUS  PUTTING  LAND  IN  SHAPE  FOR  NEXT 

YEAR.  Cutworm  damage  is  greatest  in  northeastern  sections  of  county  where  damage 
HAS  been  quite  GENERAL.  HOPPER  DAMAGE  LIMITED  AS  YET,  BUT  MORE  APPEARING.  PASTURE 
AND  RANGE  CONDITIONS  FAIR.  NO  IMMEDIATE  MOVEMENT  OF  LIVESTOCK  EXPECTED. 

ROSEBUD;  Cutting  fi,rst  cro:p  alfalfa  in  full  swing.  Yields  vary  from  complete  fail- 
URE  TO  50fo  normal.  DRYLAND  GRAIN  AND  FEED  CROPS  APPEAR  TO  BE  ALMOST  TCTAL 
failure.  Considerable  spraying  being  done  in  an  attempt  to  control  blister  beetles 
ON  sugar  beets.  Yield  of  beets  will  be  materially  reduced  by  grasshopper  and  beetle 

1  NFESTATI  ON-  . 

SANDERS;  Cool  weather  with  occasional  showers.  Growing  conditions  fine.  All  crops 
IN  best  of  condition.  Hay  harvest,  which  was  delayed  for  10  days  on  ACCOUN' 

OP  Rainy  weather,  is  now  in  full  swung.  Winter  wheat  well  headed  out,  with  prospects 

CF  GOOD  yield.  GaRDEN  CROPS  IN  FINE  CONDITION.  LIVESTOCK  DOING  NICELY.  RaNGE 
GREATLY  IMPROVED  BY  RECENT  RAINS. 

SHERIDAN:  Crop.s  on  studdle  are  at  a  standstill.  Good  summerfallow  is  still  fair. 

Grain  is  heading  in  most  cases  only  4  to  6  inches  in  height.  Several  areas 

IN  THE  county  HAVE  HAD  SHOWERS  WHICH  WlILL  CARRY  THEM  OVER  FOR  A  LONGER  PERIOD.  RaNGE 

has  been  at  a  STANDSTILL  THE  PAST  WEEK.  FaP'IMERS  IN  SOME  AREAS  ARE  TURNING  LIVESTOCK 

OUT  ON  RESERVE  RAN.GE  OR  ON  G  i- A  1  N.  C  RO  PS  .  THERE  13  A  FAIR  SURPLUS  OF  STRAW,  HOWEVER, 

FOR  EMERGENCIES,  ALSO  SOME  HAY  ON  FARMS.  GRASSHOPPER  INFESTATION  IS  SCATTERED. 

Small  areas  have  been  eaten  BAf<E  already,  but  in  general  there  does  nct  seem  to  be  a 

SER  I  0  US  1  NFESTAT ION. 

STILLV/ATER:  Good  growing  weathep\.  Pastures  and  crops  in  need  of  rain  again.  Large 

PORTION  OF  ALFALFA  BEING  CUT  TO  SAVE  IT  FROM  HOPPERS.  SOME  EFFECTIVE 
POISONING  WORK  BEING  DONE  IN  THE  COUNTY.  LIVESTOCK  CONDITION  FAIR;  CONSIDERABLE  MAR¬ 
KETING  taking  PLAC E . 

SWEET  GRASS;  Growing  conditions  from  moisture  standpoint  have  been  good.  Crop 

GROWTH  RETARDED  BY  INSECT  INFESTATION.  ALFALFA  HAY  FIRST  CUTTING  IS 
NOW  BEING  CUT  WITH  ABOUT  25^  NORMAL  CROP.  GRAIN  C  R  v  PS  A  fx’ E  BADLY  AFFECTED.  DRY  LAND 

WINTER  WHEAT,  WITH  M0|STURE  WITHIN  THE  NEXT  FEW  DAYS,  WOULD  MAKE  A  PARTIAL  CROP. 

Livestock  conditions  are  good.  There  has  been  a  ppsvO  ximately  300  head  of  cattle 

SHIPPED  TO  market  IN  THE  PAST  WEEK  AND  UNLESS  THERE  IS  RELIEF  FROM  THE  DROUTH  AND 
INSECT  infestation,  FURTHER  MOVEMENT  OF  LIVESTOCK  TO  THE  MARKETS  MAY  START  SOON. 

In  addition  to  the  se(?ious  infestation  from  grasshoppers  and  crickets,  the  sugar 
beet  web-worm  is  NOW  CAUSING  CONSIDERABLE  DAMAGE  IN  PLACES. 

TETON:  ,62  inch,  precipitation  at  Choteau  with  less  and  more  in  other  parts  of  the 

COUNTY.  Days  have  deen  mostly  cool  and  cl-udy.  The  record  for  the  I9th 
SHOWS  that  the  temperature  went  down  as  far  as  34.  Rains  the  past  two  weeks  or  so 
have  improved  growing  conditions  considerably.  Most  parts  of  the  county,  the  crops 
ARE  good,  while  IN  SOME  PARTS  RAIN  IS  NEEDED  DADLY.  GRASSHOPPER  CAMPAIGN  ON,  W  |l  T  H 
GOOD  RESULTS  IN  POISONING, 

TOOLE;  Cloudy  skies  and  wind  characterized  weather  of  past  week.  A  few  areas  in 

EXTREME  NOiO'THERN  PART  OF  COUNTY  RECEIVED  A  GOOD  RAIN.  CR-^PS  GEN  ERA  L.LY  GOOD. 

Some  areas  in  southeastern  part  of  county  need  moisture.  Grasshoppers  on  range  in 
scattered  areas  are  a  prodlem.  Livestock  doing  nicely  with  range  in  good  shape. 

VALLEY;  Cool  weather  has  helped  to  save  the  grains  in  the  past  week.  All  moisture 
received  thus  far  this  year  seems  to  follow  along  the  river.  Dryland 
secti.jns  hav  [ng  a  very  sma  l,l  amount  of  moisture.  Small  grains  in  the  northeast  half 
of  the  county  are  about  50'/o  normal  stand  ing  the  dry  weather  and  infestation  of 
grasshoppers  is  light.  crops  in  the  eastern  PART  of  the  county  are  daoly  damaged 

BY  CRASSHOFPEKS  AND  BLISTER  BEETLE  INFESTATION.  CROPS  SOUTH  AND  I^MMEDIATELY  EAST 

OF  Glasgow  are  badly  damaged  dy  drouth  and  grasshoppers;  adout  20/b  stand  of  normal 
CROP.  Very  little  dryland  alfalfa  coming  through  thus  far.  Irrigated  alfalfa  fair 
with  harvest  of  first  cutting  just  started.  Sugar  beets  fair.  No  grasshopper  in¬ 
festation  reported  in  northeastern  section.  Potatoes  are  backward. 

Livestock  are  holding  their  own.  Ranges  are  short,  and  heavily  infested 
WITH  grasshoppers,  PARTICULARLY  IN  THE  SOUTH  HALF  OF  THE  COUNTY.  WaTER  HOLES  ARE 
DRYING  UP. 

Vi/HEATLAND;  Mossture  conditions  are  stull  good  in  most  of  the  county.  Crop  condi¬ 
tions  IN  THE  COUNTY  ARE  IMPROVED  DUE  TO  THE  RAINS  WHICH  FELL  THIS  WEEK. 
CONSIDERADLE  GRASSHOPPER  DAMAGE  TO  CROPS  IS  REPORTED. 


( Conti nueo  on  Page  4. ) 
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WIBAUX;  PREC  I  P  1  TAT  I  J  N  in  county  ranged  from  a  trace  to  .22  INCH,  WHICH  WAS  NOT 
ENOUGH  TO  IMPROVE  CONDiTIuNS.  ThE  FIRST  TWO  CARLOADS  OF  CATTLE  ViERE 
SHIPPED  OUT  THURSDAY.  |F  DRY  WEATHER  CONTINUES,  IT  LOOKS  AS  THOUGH  MOST  OF  THE 
CATTLE  WILL  HAVE  TO  DE  SHfPPED, 

YELLOV^f'STONE;  Not  much  change  in  crop  conditions.  Drouth  and  grasshopper  situation 

STILL  SERIOUS,  PARTICULARLY  IN  NON- I  RRI.  GATED  AND  RANGE  DISTRICTS. 

In  irrigated  communities,  cutting  of  alfalfa  crop  almost  finished.  In  non-irriga- 
TED  districts,  FARMERS  GENERALLY  REPORT  MOISTURE  SITUATK-N  NOT  AS  CRITICAL  AS  DE- 
FORE,  DOT  ADDITIONAL  MOISTURE  WOULD  DE  DENEFICIAL.  GRASSHOPPERS  ARE  DAMAGING  WINTER 
WHEAT  stands  IN  MOST  DISTRICTS.  SOME  CATTLE  BEING  MOVED  TO  MARKET.  MOISTURE  OF 
PREVIOUS  WEEK  HAS  STOPPED  THE  MOVEMENT  SOMEWHAT, 


Helena,  Montana, 
June  24,  1936. 


UiaTED  STATES  DEPARTI^EHT  OP  An-RIC(JLTUaB 
Woathor  Bureau —— Bureau  of  Asricultural  Eoonomioo 


REPORT  0?  ¥/EATH£R  AND  CROP  CONE-iTIONS  IN  MONTANA 


For  tlic  Week  Endiog  Tuesday,  June  30,  1936. 


Issued  jointly  by  iho  Division  of  Crop  and  Lii'esfcck  Etfimaios  and  iho  Wsothor  Duraatf. 
Offices;  Fourth  Floor,  Fedora!  Office  Duiiding,  He/cna,  fSontann, 


Weather  conditions  during  the  past  week  weFx’e  hot  and  dry  for  the  most  part 

AND  DECIDEDLY  U  N  F  A  V  OR  A  B  L  E  F  0  R  DRYLAND  CROPS,  RANGES,  AND  PASTURES  EXCEPT  WEST  OF 

THE  Divide,  Extreme  temperatures  exceeding  ICO  degrees-,  the  hottest  of  the  season 
TO  DATE,  WERE  RECORDED  DAILY  IN  THE  EAST  FROM  THE  24TH  TO  THE  28tH  .  COOLER  Wl.ATHER 
PREVAILED  the  LAST  TWO  OR  THREE  DAYS,  AND  ALLEVIATED  THE  SERIOUS  SITUATION  TO  SOME 
EXTENT. 


Showers  of  light  to  heavy  amounts  helped  crops  and  ranges  west  or  the  Divide 

AND  IN  A  FEW  SCATTERED  AREAS  TO  THE  EASTWARD,  BUT  GENERALLY  OVER  THE  EASTERN  AND 
CEfITRAL  SECTIONS  THE  EXTREME  HEAT,  HIGH  WINDS,  AND  CONTINUED  LACK  OF  MOISTURE  CAUSED 
GREAT  DAMAGE  AND  FURTHER  DETERIORATION.  THE  DROUTH  SITUATION  IN  THE  EAST  AND  PARTS 
OF  THE  CENTRAL  SECTION  IS  NOW  REGARDED  BY  MANY  AS  THE  WORST  OF  MEMORY.  ThE  CONDI¬ 
TION  OF  dryland  CROPS,  RANGES,  AND  PASTURES  IS  BAD  TO  VERY  BAD  IN  THE  STATE  EAST  OF 
A  LINE  FROM  BlaINE  COUNTY  SOUTHWARD  THROUGH  EASTERN  FERGUS,  GOLDEN  VALLEY,  STILL¬ 
WATER,  Yellowstone,  and  Big  Horn  Counties.  It  is  mostly  poor  to  fair  with  here  and 
there  a  little  good  thence  westward  to  another  line  from  Glacier  to  Park  Counties, 
and  mostly  good  to  even  excellent  thence  westward  to  the  Idaho  line.  Dryland  crop 
FAILURE  is  almost  TOTAL  IN  THE  SOUTHEAST,  AND  A  SIMILAR  END  IS  THREATENED  FOR  THE 
Northeast,  where  rapid  and  severe  decline  has  occurred  during  the  last  two  weeks. 

Irrigated  crops  generally  appeared  in  good  condition,  and  advanced  except 
where  insect  damaged,  or  where  the  water  supply  was  curtailed.  The  supply  of  water 
decreased  ab'.'Ut  50  per  cf.nt  in  Beaverhead  County,  while  continued  lack  of  an 
ADEQUATE  SUPPLY  HAS  REDUCED  IRRIGATED  CROP  PROSPECTS  IN  PHILLIPS  COUNTY  ABOUT  50  PER 
CENT.  Haying  was  delayed  and  considerable  hay  in  the  cock  was  damaged  by  three  days 
of  showers  west  of  the  Divide;  elsewhere,  haying  was  reported  in  full  swing.  The 
second  crop  of  alfalfa  was  making  a  G’JOD  start  in  the  Vi/est,  but  was  pooi;  or  failing 
to  start  in  the  East.  Native  hay  crops  have  been  short  in  most  sections;  but  are 
reported  excellent  in  the  extreme  Southwest. 

Heavy  loss  of  winter  wheat  occurred  in  Pondera,  Cascade,  and  Chouteau  Coun¬ 
ties.  A  week  ago  some  of  the  fields  were  reported  in  fine  shape.  Even  with  good 

RAINS  MUCH  OF  THE  REMAINING  WINTER  WHEAT  ON  DRY  LANDS  EAST  i-F  THE  DIVIDE  WOULD  NOT 
make  MUCH  OF  A  CROP.  WlNTEr>  WHEAT  IS  REPORTED  RIPENING  IN  YELLUV^STONE  AND  SANDERS 

Counties.  Spring  wheat  and  other  spring  grains  on  drylands  AiCt  go-jo  west  of  the 
Divide,  still  standing  the  drouth  but  heading  shiHx’T  and  needing  rain  badly  in  the 

BETTER  GROWING  DISTRICTS  UF  THE  CENTRAL  SECTION,  AND  BADLY  DETERIORATED  OR  A  COMPLETF 
failure  IN  THE  EAST  AND  THEWwRST  jRJiUTHY  DISTRICTS  0  F'  THE  CENTRAL  SECTION-.  BeETS  , 
POTATOES,  AND  PEAS  ARE  MOSTLY  GOOD  UNDER  IRRIGATI.JN,  C  0  RN  IS  SPOTTED;  BEST  FIELDS 
ARE  REPORTED  12  TO  2D  INCHES  HIGH.  STRAWBERRY  SEASON  IS  ABOUT  ENDED,  CHERRIES  ARE 
RIPENING.  Potatoes  and  tomatoes  are  blooming. 

Insect  damage  to  grain  cr^^ps,  beets,  gardens,  and  ranges  increased  principally 
because  of  the  rapid  spreading  of  grasshoppers  which  have  reached  THE  FLYING  STAGE. 

So  Far  VERY  LITTLE  DAMAGE  FROM  INSECTS  HAS  BEEN  REPORTED  FRi'Mi  WEST  OF  THE  DIVIDE; 
EAST,  THE  WORST  DAMAGE  HAS  OCCUu'RED  IN  THE  SOUTHEAST  AND  CENTl^AL  SECT  I  -NS. 

Livestock  are  guod  to  excellent  in  the  West,  but  losing  flesh  in  the  East. 
Young  stuff  are  showing  the  adverse  effect  of  drouth  conditions  more  than  the  mature 
STOCK.  Summer  feed  is  entirely  gone  in  certain  sectiun.s  and  a  winter  shortage 
appears  certain  f-or  much  of  the  State  east  of  the  Divide,  Marketing  has  been  heavy 

RECENTLY  FROM  THE  AREAS  WHERE  THE  FEED  AND  WATER  SITUATION  IS  DESPERATE.  STOCKMEN 
ARE  RELUCTANT  TO  MOVE  THEIR  STOCK  LONG  DISTANCES  To  PASTURE,  AND  ARE  PREFERRING  TO 
SELL  RATHER  THAN  PAY  HIGH  PRICES  FOFx  HAY  AND  FEED  CONCENTRATES. 


Weekly  Temperature  and  Precipitation  Data. 


Stat ION: 

TeMPERATU  RE 

Total 

PREC  I  PI  TAT  1  -  'N 

Percent  of  Possible 

SUNSH INE. 

High  est 

Lowest 

This  week.  Since  A pr , 1 

Billings  . 

57 

0.15 

3.71 

* 

BCZEM.  AN  . 

40 

0.  1  1 

4.37 

* 

Cut  Bank  . 

.  .  .  .  91 

47 

0.01 

3.46 

* 

Glasgow  . 

....  1 G7 

44 

0 

3.31 

* 

Glendive  . 

....  108 

53 

0.16 

2.56 

* 

Great  Falls  . . .  . 

....  101 

49 

0.13 

4.01 

Havre  . 

54 

0.02 

2.12 

82 

HELENA  . 

53 

T 

4.30 

86 

Kalispell  . 

46 

0.58 

3.84 

72 

Lewi  stow  N  . 

39 

0.04 

4.92 

* 

Mi les  City  . . , . . 

54 

0.06 

1  .46 

86 

Mi ssoula  . . . 

44 

0.03 

4.  1  1 

72 

W.  E.  Maughan,  Weather  Bureau. 

Jay  G.  Diamond,  Division  of  Crop  and  Livestock 
Series,  1936  -  No.  13.  Estimates. 

Helena,  Montana, 

July  |,  1936. 
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The  Following  County  Summaries  of  Crop  Conditions  for  Week  Ending  June  27,  1936, 

ARE  Furnished  through  the  Courtesy  of  Director  J.  C.  Taylor,  Montana  State 
Extens I 0  N  Serv I ce. 

BEAVERHEAD;  Supply  of  i  rr  igat  i  n  g  water  dropped  to  half  last  week;  range  and  crops 
IN  good  shape  to  date;  reported  good  crop  of  hay  expected  in  Big  Hole 
section;  first  cutting  of  alfalfa  under  way,  with  larger  crop  than  the  fast  two  or 

THREE  years.  VERY  LITTLE  LOSS  OF  CROPS  TO  DATE  WITH  HOPPERS;  HEAVY  INFESTED  AREAS 
ARE  BEING  CONTROLLED  BY  POISONING;  GRASSHOPPERS  JUST  STARTED  TO  HATCH  IN  CENTENNIAL 

Valley.  Sugar  beet  web-worms  starting  to  hatch  over  large  areas. 

BIG  HORN:  Except  for  a  small  area,  no  precipitation  dur  i  n  g  th  e  week  ,  Crickets  and 
drouth  combine  to  do  unprecedented  damage  to  crops  and  range.  Stockmen 
ARE  forced  to  SELL  AND  LARGE  NUMBERS  OF  CATTLE  GOING  TO  MARKET  DAILY. 

BLAINE:  Hot,  dry  weather  prevailed,  with  extreme  high  temperatures.  All  crops  in 

DRY  LAND  AREAS  ARE  DETERIORATING  RAPIDLY.  MANY  FIELDS  ARE  PAST  THE  STAGE 
WHERE  MOISTURE  WILL  DO  ANY  GOOD,  CONDITIONS  IN  THE  SOUTH  END  OF  THE  COUNTY  ARE 
EXTREMELY  BAD  DUE  TO  DRDUTH  AND  GRASSHOPPERS.  CROPS  IN  THE  MiLK  RiVER  VALLE'^  ARE 
IN  fair  CONDITION.  F 1  RST  CUTTING  OF  ALFALFA  UNDER  WAY,  WITH  A  CROP  ABOUT  25'/o  OF 
NORMAL.  Stockmen  have  moved  their  cattle  on  to  the  winter  range  due  to  the  shortage 
OF  grass  and  water.  Grasshopper  infestation  very  serious  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  county.  Most  of  the  damage  so  far  has  been  done  to  range  grass. 

CARBON:  Temperatures  near  I  lO  degrees  reported  in  various  sections  of  the  county. 

Hottest  days  of  the  summer  thus  far  reported  in  the  Fromberg,  Bridger,  and 

JOLIETF  AREA.  WaTER  SUPPLY  FAIRLY  PLENTIFUL,  BUT  THE  MAJOR  PORTION  OF  CROPS  WILL 
PER  HA  PS.  BE  WIPED  OUT  BY  THE  GRASSHOPPER  IN  VA  SION.  UP  TO  THE  PRESENT  TIME  THE  POISON 
CAMPAIGNS  IN  THE  IRRIGATED  SECTIONS  HAVE  BEEN  QUITE  EFFECTIVE,  The  HOPPERS  ARE  NOW 
FLYING,  AND  THE  LOSSES  ARE  BECOMING  GREATER  EACH  DAY.  The  FIRST  CUTTING  OF  HAY  ABOUA 
A  50  PER  CENT  CROP,  WITH  LITTLE  PROSPECTS  OF  ANY  SECOND  CROP  ON  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  HOP¬ 
PER  SITUATION.  Some  fields  of  winter  wheat  looking  fair  in  certain  AREAS. 

CASCADE;  Practically  no  p  rec  i  p  i  tat  i  .  n  during  the  fast  week.  Hot,  dry  winds  and  un- 

PR.ECEDENTED  HOT  WEATHER  HAVE  MADE  INROADS  ON  THE  CROP  PROSPECTS.  WlTH  THE 

PRESENT  weather  CONTINQING  FOR  ANOTHER  WEEK  WITHOUT  RAIN,  THE  ABANDONMENT  OF  CROPS 
WILL  BE  PRACTICALLY  GO'/o,  CROPS  IN  IRRIGATED  SECTIONS  ARE  DOING  VERY  WELL.  PROSPECTS 
FOR  sugar  BEETS,  SEED  FEAS,  AND  POTATOES  ARE  FINE,  AND  THE  FIRST  CUTTING  OF  ALFALFA 
HAY  IS  better  than  AVERAGE.  PRACTICALLY  NO  LIVESTOCK  HAVE  BEEN  SHIPPED  UP  TO  THIS 
TIME,  BUT  INDICATIONS  ARE  THAT  MOVEMENT  WILL  START  IN  A  WEEK  OR  TEN  DAYS  IF  THE 
DROUTH  CONTINUES  UNABATED.  HOPPER  AND  CRICKET  POISONING  IS  CONTINUING  WITH  FAIR.  SUC- 

cESSc  Sugar  beet  web-W'jRms  are  just  making  appearance  in  large  numbers  and  will  un¬ 
doubtedly  DO  considerable  damage  to  garden  and  truck  crops.  Surplus  of  labor, 

CHOUTEAU;  Some  scattered  showers,  but  not  enough  to  improve  crop  conditions.  Wintet 

wheat  almost  a  failure,  and  even  with  a  lot  of  rain  it  would  not  BE  MUCH 

OF  A  CROP.  The  spring  wheat  is  still  withstanding  the  drouth,  but  is  in  NEED  CF  RAH 

Pasture  is  Very  poor.  Much  shipping  of  livestock.  Very  evident  that  winter  feed 

WILL  BE  SCARCE.  MoRMON  CRICKETS  AND  GRASSHOPPERS  DOING  CONSIDERABLE  DAMAGE  IN  SOUTH¬ 
ERN  PART  OF  COUNTY.  THREE  VV.P.A.  CREWS  WORKING  ON  CONTROL  METHODS  IN  THE  COUNTY. 

CUSTER  (5c  POWDER  RIVER;  Dryl.'.nd  crops,  with  only  a  very  few  exc  ept  i  ns  ,  wiill  be 

COMPLETE  FAILURES  AND  WILL  NOT  EVEN  MADE  FEED.  TOO  DRY  FOR 

THISTLES  TO  MAKE  ANY  GROWTH.  OLD  STANDS  ALFALFA  MAKING  ABOUT  ONE-HALF  TON  PER  ACRE. 
Hay  under  Tongue  River  ditch  making  fair  tonnage.  Beets  saved  from  blister  beetles 
NOW  LOOKING  GOOD.  CRASSHOPPERS  DOING  SERIOUS  DAMAGE.  CONTROL  BEING  HANDLED  INDIVI¬ 
DUALLY.  Movement  OF  stock  now  under  way.  Several  cow  outfits  sold  out,  with  others 
ready  to  go.  Crass  is  gone  so  shrinkage  of  stuff  can  be  expected. 

DANIELS:  Continued  drouth.  Temperature  of  103  degrees  recorded  on  June  24.  Crop, 
except  few  late  seedings,  is  now  gone.  Crops  are  damaged  to  a  point  where 
EVEN  immediate  RAINS  WOULD  STIMULATE  ONLY  ENOUGH  GROWTH  TO  PRODUCE  FEED.  LIVESTOCK 
still  in  GOOD  SHAPE,  BUT  GRASS  DRYING  UP.  FEED  SHORTAGE  THREATENING. 

DAVi/SON;  High  temperatures  th  roughout  the  week.  Scattered  sh:wers,  which  did  very 

LITTLE  GOOD.  MOST  FIELDS  ARE  BEYOND  MAKING  A  CROP,  EXCEPT  THE  POSSIBILITY 
OF  FEEO  IF  MOISTURE  WERE  RECEIVED.  CROPS  BADLY  BURNED  AND  DRIED  OUT.  TheRE  IS  A 
POSSIBILITY  THAT  SOME  CORN  F  1  ELD;  S  MIGHT  PRODUCE  A  CROP  IN  THE  EVENT  THAT  MOISTURE 
WERE  RECEIVED.  QUITE  A  NUMBER  OF  REPOVTS  OF  DAMAGE  FROM  BLISTER  BEETLES,  GRASS¬ 
HOPPERS,  ETC. 

FALLON  (Sc  CARTER;  A  few  scattered  shov^ers  and  two  hail  storms,  which  covered  an  ai^ea 

OF  ABOUT  SEVEN  SQUARE  MILES  IN  THE  VICINITY  OF  BaKER,  WITH  PRECIPJ- 
TATIjN  of  1.46  INCHES,  RECORDED.  EXTREME  DROUTH  NOW  PREVAILS.  Ho  T  DAYS  WITH  CON¬ 
SIDERABLE  WIND.  Practically  all  grain  crops  are  abandoned.  There  is  hope  for  feed 
ON  SOME  FIELDS,  AND  IN  SOME  AREAS  CORN  IS  STILL  HOLDING  ITS  OWN,  VERY  LITTLE  HAY 
will  be  put  up  UNLESS  LATER  RA  INS  WILL  FURNISH  FALL  FEED.  15  CARS  OF  LIVESTOCK 
SHIIPPED  FROM  FaLLON  AND  NORTHERN  CARTER  COUNTY  LAST  WEEK.  GRASS  SITUATE.  N  BECOMING 
desperate  in  many  localities  due  to  EXTRE^ylE  DROUTH  AMD  GRASSHOPPER  I  N  FESTAT  I '-N  < 

Range  operators  wh  .  figured  they  had  range  for  the  summer  are  deing  forced  to  move 

STOC  K . 

FERGUS:  Hot  dry  weather  continues  to  reduce  prospects  for  crops  of  grain,  hay  and 
pasture  in  Fergus  County.  West  part  of  county  is  holding  up  in  fair  shape 
BUT  practically  ALL  CROPS  ARE  BEGINNING  TO  SHOW  NEED  FOR  M.'ISTURE.  TwO  OR  THREE 
LOCAL  SHOWERS  OUTSIDE  OF  LeWISTOWN  HAVE  HELPED  SMALL  AREAS.  ThE  EAST  PART  OF  THE 
COUNTY  IS  NEARING  THE  PLACE  WHERE  ADD1T1P/.NAL  RAINS  WILL  DO  VERY  LITTLE  GOOD  EXCEPT 
TO  DEVELOP  SUMMER  FEED,  SOME  LIVESTOCK  SHIPPED  OUT  LAST  WEEK  WITH  MORE  EXPECTED  •- 
THIS  COMING  WEEK. 

FLrMHEAD:  The  general  growing  conditions  thrcughuut  the  county  have  been  favorable 

DURING  THE  PAST  WEEK.  THE  HOT  WEATHER  THE  FIRST  OF  THE  WEEK  HAD  AN 
ADVERSE  EFFECT  ON  PLANT  GROWTH.  THE  RAINS  OF  THE  24TH,  25tH ,  AND  26TH ,  TOTALING 
FROM  ONE-HALF  TO  ONE  AND  ONE-HALF  INCHES  THROUGHOUT  THE  COUNTY,  MATERIALLY  IMPROVED 
THE  CONDilTMJN  OF  SMALL  GRAINS.  HAYING  0  P  ER  AT  I  ON  S,  WH » C  H  WERE  IN  FULL  SWUNG,  WERE 
SERIOUSLY  RETARDED. 

..  CALL  AT  IN  Hot,  dry  weather  M'^st  of  week.  Showers  on  Thursday  of  no  benefit  to  soil 
CONDITIONS,  Spring  grain  is  heading  out.  Haying  is  under  way  in  all 
SECTi  .Ns.  Shortage  of  irrigation  vi/ater  nc-w  becoming  apparent,  Foisoning  of  grass¬ 
hoppers  continues.  Inquiries  stillbeing  received  from  outsiders  as  to  available 

PASTU  RE. 

(Continued  Face  2.) 
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GARFIELD  &  PETROLEUM;  Very  warm.  Light  showers  in  Garfield  County  in  some  areas. 

- Most  crops  entirely  burned  up.  Even  immediate  precipitation 

COULD  NOT  help  THEM.  FARMERS  ORGANIZING  AN  EMERGENCY  LIVESTOCK  REMOVAL. 


GLAC  I  £R; 


Hot  and  dry  all  week  excepting  for  a  few  showers. 
ALONG  Canadian  border.  Considerable  drying  winds 


Fairly  heavy  rains 
Grass  and  crops  all 

OVER  COUNTY  BURNED  DURING  WEEK,  ESPECIALLY  IN  SOUTHERN  HALF  OF  COUNTY.  NATIVE  HAY 
CROP  WILL  BE  SHORT.  HOPPERS  DOING  SOME  DAMAGE  TO  HAY  MEADOVi/S  IN  WESTERN  PART  OF 
COUNTY,  BUT  NOT  MUCH  DAMAGE  TO  GRAIN  CROPS  IN  EAST  HALF  OF  COUNTY.  GRASS  STILL 
SUFF  1  Cl  ENT  TO  CARRY  LIVESTOCK.  SOME  SURPLUS  RANGE,  AND  LIVESTOCK  BEING  SHIPPED  IN 
FROM  DRIER  AREAS.  PLENTY  OF  STOCK  WATER. 


HILL;  Extremely  hot  wind  and  no  precipitation  have  reduced  crop  prospects  very 

-  MATERIALLY.  RaNGE  CONDITIONS  DETERIORATING  RAPIDLY.  LIVESTOCK  IN  JUST  FAIR 

condition.  Some  shipments  of  livestock  being  made.  It  appears  that  there  will  be 

A  VERY  great  FEED  SHORTAGE  FOR  THIS  SEASON. 


JUDITH  BASIN;  Very  hot  and  dry,  with  only  small  amounts  of  precipitation  utter 
PART  OF  week,  GRO  W  in  G  CO  no  I  TI  ONS  POOR.  INSECT  DAMAGE  INCREASING. 
Winter  wheat  very  thin  and  weedy.  Spring  wheat  still  looking  good  generally. 

Hay  crop  ready  to  cut  in  some  sections.  Hay  very  short  this  year,  and  most  of  the 

WINTER  FEED  WILL  HAVE  TO  BE  S  H  P  P  PE  D  IN.  RANGES  TURNING  BROWN  OVER  THE  COUNTY. 


W.P.A.  CRICKET  CONTROL  PROJECT  STARTED  THIS  WEEK. 


LAKE;  Over  an  inch  of  rain  fell  in  most  every  part  of  the  county  during  the  last 
week.  All  crops  are  in  improved  condition,  except  the  first  crop  of  alfalfa 
WHICH  Was  in  the  cock  and  badly  injured  by  rains.  Livestock  in  good  condition. 
Little  or  no  excess  pastures.  Insects  under  control. 


LEWIS  &  CLARK  -  BRJ'ADWATER ;  Occasional  showers  in  n..-rthern  part  of  Lewis  &  Clark 

County.  Haying  in  full  swing;  crop  is  poor  to  normal, 

DEPENDISG  on  amount  of  IRf;IGATh..N  WATER  AVAILABLE.  SOME  WINTER  AND  S  FR  1  N  G  WH  EAT 
BURNING.  Damage  to  hay  and  grain  crops  in  certain  localities  by  grasshoppers  with 

AN  OUTL  OK  FOR  CONSIDERABLE  DAMAGE.  GrASS  BEING  DAMAGED  BY  LACK  OF  MOISTURE  AND 
GRASSHOPPERS.  ONE  MAN  SHIPPING  STOCK  BECAUSE  OF  PASTURE  CONDITIONS  AND  OUTLOOK  FOR 


W  INTER  FEED. 


MISSOULA;  Hot  weather  m-st  of  week.  Some  showers.  Good  growing  conditions.  Soil 

MOISTURE  CONDITIONS  GENERALLY  SATISFACTORY.  CUTTING  OF  ALFALFA  GENERAL. 

Some  hay  damaged  by  rain.  Yields  fair  to  good.  Spring  and  winter  grain  making 
GOOD  GROWTH.  Fa  1  R  TO  GOOD  YIELDS  ANTICIPATED.  SUGAR  BEETS  MAKING  GOOD  GROWTH; 
stands  good.  1  RR  1  GATl  0  N  water  PLENTIFUL  IN  RIVER,  BUT  GETTING  LOW  IN  SOME  SMALLER 
STREAMS.  Ranges  and  pasture  good.  Early  pastures  drying  up.  Cattle  in  good  con¬ 
dition,  Very  liitle,  if  any,  pasture  available  for  uutside  stuok. 


MUSSELSHELL  &.  GOLDEN  VALLEY;  .16  inch  of  rain  in  Roundup,  with  hard  local  showers 

IN  BOTH  counties.  ThE  ONLY  BENEFIT  DERIVED  IS  THE 
replenishing  of  stock  water  in  water  HOLES.  Very  hot  weatheiv  all  week.  Crop  coi*~ 
DITIONS  grows  NG  WORSE.  WHERE  PORTIONS  OF  THE  HAY  BaSIN  AREA  PROMISED  A  SHORT  CRoP 
A  week  ago,  THE  REPORT  IS  NOW  THAT  THERE  CAN  OE  NO  HARVEST,  THERE  WILL  BE  A  VERY 
SHORT  HARVEST  IN  THE  BiG  CoULEE  AREA.  LIVESTOCK  IS  BEING  TURNED  INTO  GRAIN  FIELDS 
IN  ORDER  TO  MAKE  USE  OF  THE  LITTLE  FEED  THAT  IS  LEFT.  ,  CaTTLE  BEING  SHIPPED  OUT  OR 
TRUCKED  TO  BILLINGS.  VVlTH  NO  FEED  RESERVE  LEFT,  AND  THE  CROPS  AND  RANGE  TAKEN  BY 
HOPPERS,  IT  APPEARS  THAT  THERE  WILL  BE  VERY  LITTLE  LIVESTOCK  LEFT  TO  WJNTER. 


PHFLLI  PS 


Continued  hot  dry  weather  with  no  precipitation.  Crop  c-^nditijns  very 
BAD,  Grain  and  feed  cr-ps  in  most  of  the  county  are  now  damaged  deyond 
RECOVERY.  Irrigated  crop  prospects  ado  ut  50^.  Wed  worm  moths  becoming  thicker. 
Blister  beetles  observed  on  both  dry  land  and  irrigated  sections.  Grasshopper 
situation  CECOMING  worse  daily  as  they  are  now  moving  from  range  TO  alfalfa  and 
crops.  Alfalfa  seed  and  hay  growers  are  endeavoring  tc  protect  crops  with  poison. 
Grasshoppers  have  damaged  adout  half  of  the  range.  Smaller  water  holes  are  drying 
up,  cut  generally  speaking  the  water  situatp.n  is  getter  than  the  feed  situation. 
If  these  conditions  continue,  stockmen  hill  be  forced  to  move  their  livestock  out 
CF  THE  south  TWO-THI  RDS  OF  THE  COUNTY.  THE  NORTH  COUNTRY  IS  BETTER  OFF  FOR  FEED 
AND  WATER  BUT  SOME  REDUCTI  -N  IN  LIVESTOCK  WILL  BE  NECESSARY. 


ponder; 


Crops  showing  marked  decrease  in  possibilities  of  froductio-n  due  to  the 
HOT  blasting  weather  AND  LACK  OF  SUBSOIL  MOISTURE.  FIVE  DISTINCT  AREAS 
NOW  SEEM  HOPELESSLY  GONE,  WHEREAS  A  WEEK  AGO  THEY  APPEARED  IN  FINE  SHAPE.  ESTIMA¬ 
TED  that  summer  FALLOWED  WHEAT  LOSS  DUE  TO  DROUTH  AND  EXTREME  HEAT  SAVE  WILL  APPROX¬ 
IMATE  15,000  ACES,  Feed  crops  suffering,  and  it  appears  that  feed  reserves  will  .. 

BE  short  in  this  COUNTY,  ESPECIALLY  FROM  THE  GRAIN  HAY  STANDPOINT.  TREMENDOUS  OUT¬ 
BREAK  OF  GRASSHOPPERS  THi^EATENS  SOME  CROPS,  BUT  IT  IS  DELIEVED  THAT  THEY  CAN  BE 
CONTROLLED  TO  PREVENT  ANY  GREAT  DAMAGE  TO  CROPS.  PREPARATI  NS  ARE  BEING  MADE  FOR 
CONTROL  OF  SUGAR  BEET  WED  SOF'JMS.  PoWER  MACHINES  WILL  ..  E  EQUIPPED  FOR  SPRAYING  OF 
ALL  sugar  beet  AND  GARDEN  CROPS  AT  A  CUSTOM  RATE  TO  JFFSET  THE  COST  OF  EXPENSE. 

Range  pastures,  wh  ic  h  have  been  overstocked  for  the  past  five  years,  have  suffered 
materially  FROM  DROUTH  AND  GRASSHOPPER  DAMAGE.  The  CARRYING  CAPACITY  OF  THE  COUNTY 
range  is  extremely  low. 


PRAIRIE;  With  the  temperature  above  100  degrees  for  several  jays  this  week,  grow¬ 
ing  CONDITIONS  have  NOT  BEEN  SO  FAVORABLE.  A  LIGHT  SHuWER  FELL  SOUTH  OF 
THE  YeLLOV/STuNE  RIVER  LAST  FRUAY  NIGHT  AND  THURSDAY  NIGHT  OF  THIS  WEEK.  THERE  IS 
NO  CROP.  DR'jUTH  and  INSECT  PESTS  HAVE  RUINED  ALL  CHANCES  OF  A  Cfc  P  FOR  THUS  YEAR. 

Considerable  livestock  is  being  moved  on  eastern  markets  at  the  present  time.  Most 

OF  THE  LI  VESTOCK  IS  IN  FA  I  R  COND  IT  I  ..  N  IN  S  P 1  TE  OF  THE  FACT  THAT  WATER  1  S  GETT  ING 
SHilRT  IN  MANY  LOCALITIES.  YuUNG  STUFF  IN  PARTICULAR  IS  BEGINNING  TO  SHOW  THE  EFFEC' 
OF  THE  DROUTH. 


RICHLAND;  Extremely  hot  and  dry  thrjugHvUT  the  entire  week,  with  no  precipitation. 
Temperatures  ranged  as  high  as  105  degrees.  Practically  95fo  of  the  dry¬ 
land  GRAINS  are  too  FAR  GONE  TO  BE  BENEFITTED  i:Y  RAIN  EXCEPT  TO  POSSIBLY  MAKE  FEED. 


Some  of  the  late  wheat  that  has  not  started  jointing  csuld  still  be  benefitted  by 

THE  rains  if  MOISTURE  WAS  SECURED  IMMEDIATELY.  CORN  CROPS  IN  SOME  SECTIONS  WILTI  NG 
AND  ARE  RATHER  SPOTTED  ALTH.UGH  THERE  ARE  A  F  EsV  FIELDS  OF  FAIR  LOOKING  CO  .  Bl  I  ST- 
BEETLES  STILL  CONTINUE  TO  DO  SERIOUS  DAMAGE  IN  THE  IRRIGATED  VALLEY,  ESPECIALLY  JN 
SUGAR  beets.  Many  fields  have  been  completely  destroyed  ,  and  replanting  to  FEED  CR.. 

SUCH  AS  CANE,  MILLET,  ETC.  NOW  IN  PROGRESS.  »VeD-WORMS  ARE  ALSO  APPEARING  AND  THERE 
ARE  LARGE  NUMBERS  OF  MILLERS  PRESENT  IN  ALL  PARTS  OF  THE  COUNTY. 

- _  (Continued  on  Page  3.) 
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RICHLAND:  -(Cont'd.)  Grasshoppers  are  appearing  in  large  numbers  in  some  parts 

AND  THE  poisoning  CAMPAIGN  IS  BEING  CONTINUED.  RANGES  COM- 

PL  ETE  LY  DR  1  ED  UP. 

ROOSEVELT:  Drouth  conditions  continued  with  very  hot  d,a  ys  and  nights.  Crops  have 
depreciated  every  day  and  not  more  than  25'/o  of  small  grain,  crops  wjll 
BE  harvested  if  RAIN  SHOULD  COME  AT  ONCE.  FEED  CROPS  PRACTICALLY  A  FAILURE.  WINTER 
FEED  SITUATION  APPEARS  SERIOUS  WITH  NONE  IN  SIGHT.  MaNY  LIVESTOCK  MEN  CONTEMPLATE 
SELLING  IN  THE  NEAR  FUTURE. 

ROSEBUD:  Grasshoppers  still  taking  heavy  toll  of  irrigated  crops.  Blister  beetles 

PRACTICALLY  UNDER  CONTROL.  SOME  SHORTAGE  OF  WATER  DUE  TO  INADEQUATE 
DITCHES,  All  dry  land  crops  abandoned  AND  IRRIGATED  CROPS  WILL  BE  LIGHT.  SHORTAGE 
OF  GRASS  AND  WATER  SERIOUS.  SHEEPMEN  HUNTING  RANGE  IN  WESTERN  PART  OF  STATE. 

Cattle  being  sold  and  shipped  to  market  in  considerable  numbers.  Many  farmers  who 

HAVE  LOST  CROPS  ARE  NOW  LOOKING  FOR  WORK. 

SANDERS:  Very  high  temperatures  -  highest  104.  Several  electrical  storms,  with 
light  scattered  showers.  Hot  windy  weather  taking  soil  moisture.  All 

CROPS  IN  FINE  condition  AND  MAKING  RAPID  GROVTH.  SOME  FIELDS  WINTER  WHEAT  STARTING 
TO  RIPEN.  Haying  welladv  a  nc  ed  ,  with  normal  yields.  Good  Mt)isTURE  conditions  for 

STARTING  GROWTH  OF  SECOND  CUTTING.  ALFALFA  SEED  FIELDS  STARTING  TO  FILL  WITH  PROM¬ 
ISE  OF  fair  YIELDS.  LIVESTOCK  DOING  NICELY.  RaNGE  HOLDING  UP  WELL. 

SHERIDAN:  Crops  have  deteriorated  rapidly  the  past  few  days.  Much  of  the  gf  a  i  n  is 

SO  SHORT  that  EVEN  HARVEST  FOR  HAY  W|iLL  BE  DIFFICULT,  LIVESTOCK  IN  IN¬ 
CREASED  numbers  are  BEING  PUT  ON  GRAIN  FIELDS  OR  RESERVE  RANGE.  LIVESTOCK  NUMBERS 
HAVE  INCREASED  CONSIDERABLY  SINCE  THE  1934  GOVERNMENT  PURCHASES,  AND  THERE  ARE  MORE 
CATTLE  ON  HAND  NOW  THAN  ON  JANUARY  1,  1935.  GRASSHOPPERS  ARE  INCREASING  RAPIDLY  IN 

EASTERN  AND  SOUTHERN  AREAS  OF  COUNTY.  FaRMERS  ARE  BECOMING  INCREASINGLY  INTERESTED 
IN  CONTROL  MEASURES  B  El!  N  G  STARTED. 

STILL.v'ATER:  Dryland  crops  practically  gone  from  drouth  and  hoppers.  Very  light 
hay  crop  in  IRixIGATED  AREA.  BeETS  MAKING  GOOD  GROWTH  IN  AREAS  WHERE 
INTENSIVE  POISONING  WAS  D-NE.  L  1  V  ES  TO  C  K  C  0  N  D I  Tl  ON  S  FAIR.  PASTURES  VERY  POOR  WITH 
LARGE  AMOUNT  OF  STOCK  GOING  TO  MARKET,  MOSTLY  SHE  STUFF.  RaNCHERS  IN  GENERAL  PLAN 
TO  SELL  RATHER  THAN  PAY  HIGH  PRICES  FOu  HAY  AND  CONCENTRATES. 

TETOM:  Shovi^ers  in  small  areas  thr  ugh-ut  the  c-'Unty  the  past  week  gave  some  relief 
FROM  the  severe  DROUTH.  ThL  CROPS  IN  THE  COUNTY  HA  V  E  ,D  BTE  R  I  0  R  A  TE  D  VERY 
RAPIDLY  THE  PAST  WEEK  DUE  TO  THE  EXTREME  HOT  W  INDS.  ABOUT  30, o  OF  THE  CROPS  I  N  TH  E 
COUNTY  are  in  AN  AREA  THAT  HAS  -STOOD  UP  EXCEPTI  -N  A  LLY  WELL  AND  THE  PROSPECTS  ARE  FOR 
ALiy^OST  AN  AVERAGE  CROP;  HOWEVER,  THE  OTHER  70/j  OF  THE  CRCP  LAND  WILL  NOT  mRODUCE 
40/0  OF  NORMAL  CROP.  SUME  CR  jPS  ARE  ALREADY  BEING  PLOWED  UNDER.  GRASSHOPPERS  ON  THE 
RANGE  LAND  ARE  CAUSING  S  0  ,v,E  DAMAGE. 

TOOLE:  Scattered  showers  over  parts  of  county.  Lack  of  sub-soil  m . i stu re  and  hot 

drying  WIiNDS  taking  TOLL.  CRjPS  ON  SPRING  PLOWING  HURT  BADLY.  GOOD  SUMMER- 
FALLOW  STILL  HOLDING.  AREA  SOUTH  OF  MARIAS  RIVER  BADLY  BURNED.  AREA  NOiVTH  OF  RiVER 
GENERALLY  IN  BETTER’  CONDITION.  SWEETGRASS  HILLS  STILL  H  AV  E  E  X  C  E  LL  E  NT  PROSPECTS. 

Range  conditi;)n  from  poor  to  good.  Northern  part  of  county  still  green.  Little 
ROOM  FOR  any  OUTSIDE  ST^CK. 

VALLEY:  The  week  has  been  characterized  by  extrao  ieo  i  n  ar  i  ly  hot  weather,  with  some 

HOT  WINDS  and  MO  P  REC  1  P  1  TAT  1  'J  M  IN  THE  COUNTY  THE  PAST  WEEK.  STUBBLED-IN, 
SHOT-GUNNED,  SPRING  PLOW  CROPS  COMPLETE  FAILURES.  SOME  SUMMERFALLOW  IS  BADLY  DAMAGE 
A  LARGE  NUMBER  OF  THE  FAPsMERS  ARE  STARTING  TO  CUT  OR'  PLOW  UNDER  FOR  PASTURE  'WHAT 
LITTLE  FEED  OR  GRAIN  WAS  LEFT  IN  THE  FIELDS.  AlFALFA  CUTTING  WELL  UNDER  WAY  AND  HAY 
CROP  IS  GOING  TO  BE  VERY  SH-l'i.T.  LIVESTOCK  WERE  H-LOiNG  THEIR'  OWN  UNTIL  THUS  PAST 
week.  Grass  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county  is  practically  gone  and  water  holes 
ARE  drying  UP,  MAKING  IT  NECESSARY  FOR  STOCKMEN  TO  MOVE  THE  STOC  K.  1n  THE  NORTHERN 
PART  OF  THE  COUNTY  THERE  IS  STILL  PRETTY  GOOD  FEED  AND  THEY  ARE  NOT  SUFFERING  FROM 
LACK  OF  STOCK  WATER  IN  THAT  SECTI.Mj  YET.  THERE  SEEMS  Tw  BE  A  FLY  WHICH  IS  ATTACK  IN 
GRASSHOPPERS  AND  BEGINNING  TO  KILL  THEM  OFF  IN  THE  COUNTY. 

'/^'HEATLA  ND :  Very  little  prec  i  p  i  tat  i  .  n  this  v/eek.  Crops  are  dadly  in  need  of  rain  in 
MUST  parts  of  the  CJUNTY»  CR';PS  are  BEGINNING  TO  SHOW  EFFECTS  OF  DROUTH 
Grasshopper  infestation  in  the  ccjunty  very  bad.  Some  report  a  total  crop  Loss  due 
TO  grasshoppers.  Poison  is  now  available  in  this  county,  which  will  probably  check 
THE  loss  some.  SOME  SHIPMENTS  OF  LIVESTOCK  FRO..-,  THE  COUNTY  HAVE  BEEN  REPORTED, 

WIBAUX:  Weather  very  hot  during  the  week.  Total  precipitation  for  the  week  at 

Wibaux  .63  inch.  Lighter  in  all  other  farts  of  the  county.  The  rain  did 
NOT  help  very'  much  .OECMJSE  OF  EXTREMELY  HOT  WEATHER  AND  MO  SUBSCIL  M-3ISTU,,E.  H  ■  0  P  E 
FOR  GRAIN  CROPS  ABANDONED.  VERY  LITTLE  HoPE  F  C  i?  FEED.  G  R  A  S  S  H -J  P  P  E  RS  ARE  NUMEROUS 
IN  SPOTS.  S^jME  P-  ISCNING  IS  BEING  DC-NE.  LIVESTOCK  ABOUT  H..iLDING  THEIR  OWN.  RANGES 

AND  Water  getting  s  h-  rt  in  some  districts.  Five  carloads  of  cattle  shipped  gut  this 

WEEK. 

YELLO  .VSTONE:  Mostly  clear  with  extreme  heat.  In  non- i  rr  i  gated  districts,  crop 

PROSPECTS  POOR.  ON  NORTH  SIDE,  WINTER  WHEAT  STARTING  TO  RIPEN.  MANY 
fields  ARE  BEING  CUT  FOR  HAY  TO  SAVE  AS  MUCH  OF  CR.jP  AS  POSSIBLE.  VeRY  LITTLE  GRAIN 
WILL  BE  harvested  INGADLY  INFESTED  H.PPER  AREAS.  ON  SOUTH  BENCH,  WHEAT  IN  GETTER 
CONOITIC'N.  In  IRRIGATED  AREAS,  FARMERS  BUSY  IRRIGATING.  ALFALFA  FIELDS  IN  MANY 
INSTANCES  SHOW  MO  NEW  GROWTH  DUE  T-)  HOPPERS;  OTHER  CR-IT’S  STILL  IN  FAIR  CONDITI-N. 

Condition  of  range  worse  than  previous  v/eek,  with  movement  of  cattle  to  maR’Ket  con¬ 
tinuing.  Stock  water  supplies  good  in  M':.st  districts,  but  range  in  dad  conditi  'n 

DUE  TO  H-'-PPERS  AND  CRICKETS. 


Helena,  Montana, 
July  1 ,  1936 . 


